
 

30 January 2019 

Australian Taxation Office 
PO Box 3373 
PENRITH NSW 2740 

Application for Approved Research Institute by 
Politick Ltd ABN 93 615 785 754 

Dear Sir/Madam 

This application accompanies: 

● “Application for endorsement as a deductible gift recipient” (Form NAT 2948); and  
● “Approved Research Institute - application checklist” (Form NAT 73449). 

For ease of assessment, this application has been set out in the order of the checklist. 

Name 

The organisation’s name is Politick Ltd. 

Politick Ltd owns a registered business name “NewVote”. NewVote is our operational name and 
is used throughout this application. A copy of the certificate of business name is enclosure 1 of 
this application. 

Address 

The registered address of Politick Ltd is 2/118 Boundary Street, West End, Queensland. 

Activities 

A non-exhaustive list of the activities of NewVote to-date are: 

● Maintaining and updating an educational website (www.newvote.org.au); 
● Creating and trialing a democracy web-based app for the purposes of educating the 

public on political-related issues (no longer live but a demonstration can be provided); 
● Speaking at events to educate the public about democracy, such as: 

○ at Newkind Festival in 2017, 2018 and (scheduled for) 2019; 
○ at the Australian Digital Democracy Forum in 2017; 
○ at the Digital Democracy Forum in 2018; 
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○ at Renewfest panel “Democracy on Trial” in 2018; 
○ at Woodford Folk Festival 2017/18 “Future Democracy” panel series;  
○ at the Global Forum on Modern Direct Democracy panel “What technology is 

making democracy more democratic” in 2018; and 
○ at Woodford Folk Festival 2018/19 “Redesigning Democracy”, a 6-day workshop 

co-facilitated by Prof Lyn Carson of newDemocracy Foundation and Bill Bannear 
of Thinkplace. 

● Interviews on podcasts, such as: 
○ Coffee Chats with Matt Collins “NewVote”,  
○ Binge Thinking “Direct Democracy”; and  
○ Uncommon by Nueralle “Digital Democracy”. 

● Applying for funding, for example, we are a ‘supporting partner’ of the Commonwealth 
Research Collaboration, Future Cities, which is currently shortlisted. 

● Establishing relationships with refutable external organisations in furtherance of our 
purpose of advancing education, such as: 

○ Memorandum of Understanding with Democracy International; and 
○ Conferral of Adjunct Associate Professor title on Dion McCurdy by the School of 

Political Science and International Studies at the University of Queensland.  
● Teaching at the University of Queensland, POLS3102 (Governance and Australian 

Public Policy) and HUMN3600 (Creating the Future) as part of a workshop process. 
Students learn about the potential of digital platforms as a means of opening up political 
decision making and develop skills in relation to interfacing such platforms. 

Organisational Structure 

The organisational structure of Politick Ltd is: 

● a nonprofit; 
● a company limited by guarantee; and 
● a charity registered with the ACNC. 

Key Personal 

The key personnel are: 

● Dion McCurdy, Managing Director and Secretary of NewVote, Adjunct Associate 
Professor of the School of Political Science and International Studies at the University of 
Queensland and practising solicitor at Spink Legal. 

● Hamish Pratt, Director of NewVote and Manager of his family agricultural business. 
● Thomas Wensley, Director and Head of Partnerships of NewVote, South-east 

Queensland Manager for AIME (an educational nonprofit organisation) and admitted 
solicitor. 
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● Nichola Cooper, Head of Research of NewVote and PhD candidate at the School of 
Politics at the University of the Sunshine Coast. 

Annual Report 

Our most recent annual report, including financial statements reviewed by an auditor, is 
enclosure 2 of this application. 

What is NewVote? 
We are a nonpartisan, nonprofit registered charity and start-up. Our purpose is to advance 
education and enhance democracy. 

To achieve our purpose, NewVote provides users with a secure, open-source voting 
mechanism, a “democracy” app, that is a bridge between an informed people and their leaders. 
The app is a fusion of direct, deliberative, delegative and digital democracy. The app enhances 
representative democracy, by striving to make it genuinely more representative. 

Features for the people include: 

● Share information with wiki-sourced factual and balanced issued-based information. 
● Co-creation (or crowdsourcing) by posting issues and solutions for consideration.  
● Deeper learning with crowd-sourced links to third party media resources. 
● Review endorsements made by relevant and veted stakeholders such as elected 

representatives, political parties, NGOs, thought leaders and educational institutes. 
● Debate the pros and cons in a thoughtful, inclusive and collaborate discussion. 
● Share your opinion anonymously in a safe and respectful (“troll-free”) environment. 
● Attend related real world events in-person, with crowd-sourced links. 
● Set the agenda by voting on the issues, solutions and proposals that resonate. 
● Take further action by following through on crowd-sourced links. 

By empowering the people directly on an issues-basis, rather than a party-basis, the app is a 
nudge towards the future of democratic governance, a more pure democracy. 

However, NewVote will not achieve its purpose if it is only another platform for people to “have 
their say”. Leaders need to be listening.  Wherever possible, we seek cooperation from leaders 
so that the people will actually “be heard”. 

Features for the leader include: 

● Verified users so one person equals one vote, every time. 
● Timely engagement as a real-time app of public sentiment. 
● Insightful data as a multi-featured issue-based app. 
● Cut through by endorsing favoured solutions and providing reasons. 
● Updating the people, on the progress of important milestones. 

It is our view that digital democracy, with a focus on issues, will inevitably be the new norm as 
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its growth is accelerating around the world, particularly on the local government level. We aim to 
ensure a robust educational and deliberative framework informs the direct voting. 

In the future, when we have a use-case that justifies it, the app will incorporate 
blockchain-based voting, to ensure complete transparency and auditability. 

The Nature and Purpose of Research 

It is well established that public trust is at an all-time low, both in terms of the government (as an 
institution) and confidence in democracy (as the best form of government). 

NewVote holds the view that all levels of government in the democratic system of Australia 
would benefit from innovation and enhancement from a non-partisan research perspective. 

Innovative methods of democratic empowerment, such as direct democracy, deliberative 
democracy, delegative democracy and digital democracy, need to be trialed, studied and 
communicated to the Australian public and elected representatives. 

Our research, for the time being, is primarily performed through the use of the app, whose 
features (as set out above) facilitate the collection and dispersion of data for the public good. As 
creators of the app, and guardians of its data, NewVote and the research committee are best 
placed to provide analysis, clarity and insight to the Australian community.  

As a scientific and scholarly research organisation, we study the factors that influence the 
formation of political opinion by the public, the factors that influence the decision-making of our 
leaders and the interrelationship between the people and leader more generally.  

The purpose of the research is to accelerate the speed, accountability, inclusiveness, public 
legitimacy and use of evidence in public decision-making and reforms. We posit that this will 
increase trust in government and confidence in democracy. 

The likely value to Australia of the research is to provide a better understanding of: 

1. the current democratic decision-making system (the institutional framework, the outside 
influencers and the elected representatives); 

2. the factors that influence the voting mindset of the people; and 
3. the use of new innovative processes in democracy. 

The research will be under the direct control of NewVote (through the research committee) and 
may be in partnership with other ARIs, for example, NewVote is a ‘supporting partner’ in the 
(presently) shortlisted Future Cities CRC, with eligibility to receive grants across the life of the 
10 year, $8 million, project.  
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What is the current stage of the app? 

The app commenced in June 2016, winning the people’s choice award at the Brisbane Random 
Hacks of Kindness Weekend. A prototype was ‘soft launched’ in November 2016 at an event 
hosted by NewVote, the first ever Australia Digital Democracy Forum. Feedback was collected 
from the prototype until August 2018, when NewVote found its home at the University of 
Queensland’s start-up accelerator, iLab. A beta version of our app, UQ NewVote, was soon 
launched with the help of 16 student volunteers for the exclusive use of UQ students and their 
leaders. This app was presented at the Global Forum on Modern Direct Democracy panel, 
“What technology is making democracy more democratic?” in Rome in September 2018 to 
strong interest. We are planning to launch versions of the app for public use in early 2019. 

Note the “UQ NewVote” app is a learning opportunity for NewVote, but it is not a research 
activity. NewVote will attain ARI status and ethical clearance before commencing any research 
activity.  

Research Committee 

In accordance with our constitution, our six-member Research Committee has been 
established. The Curricula Vitae of each member are enclosures 3-8 of this application. Written 
statements from each proposed member of the research committee stating consent to serve on 
the committee with the other members are enclosures 9-14 of this application. The Research 
Committee unanimously agree that the research of NewVote will be, or could be, of value to 
Australia.  

Constitution 

A copy of the current constitution is enclosure 15 of this application. For your convenience, we 
provide the following notes: 

1. Clause 2 sets out that the organisation is a not-for-profit; 

2. Clauses 72.1 and 72.2 set out the establishment of a research committee, consisting of 
no fewer than five members, the majority of whom shall be suitably qualified for 
assessing the relevant area of research; 

3. Clauses 73.1 and 73.2 set out that the research committee will determine research 
activities and maintain effective control over the application of money for research; 

4. Clause 72.3 sets out that changes in the membership of the research committee will be 
subject to the approval of the relevant approving authority; 

5. Clause 73.3 sets out that research results will be openly published and that any patent 
licensing will be available on equal terms to all interested parties; 
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6. Clause 71.2 sets out that all deductible gifts that are received are to be applied 
exclusively to approved scientific research in the fields of natural or applied science; 

7. Clauses 71.1 and 71.3 set out the establishment of a separate research fund account for 
deductible gifts, and the provision for independent annual audit of the research fund; 

8. Clause 9.3 sets out that the ATO will be notified of any changes to the founding 
documentation that may affect endorsement; and 

9. Clause 69.2 sets out an appropriate dissolution clause which provides that, in the event 
of winding-up or revocation of DGR endorsement, any surplus funds in the account must 
be transferred to an institute with similar objects and entitled to receive tax-deductible 
gifts. 
 

We trust our application will meet with your and the approving authority’s approval.  

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me directly anytime. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Dion McCurdy 

 

 
Co-Founder and Managing Director 
dion@newvote.org.au / +61 404 357 927 
www.newvote.org.au 

 

Adjunct Associate Professor 
School of Political Science and International Studies 
University of Queensland 
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